INTRODUCTION AND OBJECTIVES:
Clinical practice guidelines (CPG) are a framework developed to guide decision-making, unify the criteria of diagnosis, standardize management and treatment in specific areas of medical care based on evidence base medicine. There is a paucity of information about global development and use of guidelines. Many countries may base their clinical decisions on information generated by US and European committees if local guidelines are not available. The objective of this study was to determine if such guidelines are used globally. We sought to understand the type and to what degree guidelines are used, and what barriers may exist to prevent use.
METHODS: We distributed a cross-sectional anonymous questionnaire querying demographics, use of CPG, and attitudes and knowledge regarding use of CPG. The survey was distributed via e-mail through different Urologic Associations members in South America and Africa RESULTS: One hundred and fifty-five responses were obtained from urologist based in twenty Africa and South American countries. Among them 69% were under 45 years old and 60% had less than 10 years clinical experience. Academic practice accounts for 34% of all responders. 92% endorse using CPG in their practice. Additionally, 86% of responders noted the use of CPG as important or very important. Institutional access is difficult or impossible for 52% of responders. Free internet access (70%) and personal membership from a Scientific Society (49%) are the main sources of guidelines acquisition. While AUA Guidelines are currently used by 56% of responders, 75% express concern that they are not applicable in their practice. Most cited reasons for not using CPG was lack of access (91%), or lack of adaptability to the local environment (94%) (Figure) .
CONCLUSIONS: There is a need to improve CPG use worldwide. There was universally high interest in CPG, but consistent challenges with access to current resources. Access to relevant information sources and lack of adaptability process to local costumers are the main barriers to their use. An effort to promote international cooperation might be useful to help build, adapt and implement CPG congruent with sociocultural, epidemiological and economical context of countries in need. 
